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ISSUED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


THE ART SECTION 


What formerly was known as "The Picture Collection" of 
the Library has become a full-fledged Art Section due to 
its growth in size, organization, and use. . The Section, 
located in Tampa Hall, across Independence Avenue from the 
main Library, has much better equipment and space than it 
had in its former quarters in the Annex. 

In 1948 there were approximately 15,000 items in the 
collection; now there are well over 21,000 pictures and 
nearly 13,000 negatives. Acquisitions during the past year 
included numerous gifts, such as the fine collection of 
medical bookplates from Dr. Morris Fishbein and a large 
collection from Dr. Webb E. Haymaker of portraits of neu- 
rologists attending the 1949 International Neurological 
Congress in Paris. The continuing program of exchange with 
the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology brought in many 
pictures of medical institutions, and the Library received 
a collection of portraits from the duplicates in the 
New York Academy of Medicine. In addition to these large 
gifts, pictures are acquired through letters of solicita- 
tion. In recent months nearly eight hundred pictures of 
military and civilian hospitals and over five hundred por- 
traits of Fellows of the American College of Physicians and 
of Initiates of the American College. of Surgeons have been 
acquired through this means. The Art Section's collection 
of portraits of Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical 
Library was also thus substantially augmented in 191, 
though it is not as yet complete. 

The staff of the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology 
makes frequent use of the picture material, as do writers, 
editors, and publishing companies. The greatest number of 
calls are for portraits of physicians of the past and pres- 
ent and of military medical officers and nurses. Next in 
frequency are requests for historical material, for hospi- 
tal pictures, especially hospitals in Civil War times, and 
for medical subjects. The steady increase in service to the 
Public seems proof of the value of the Art Section. 





Printing cost borne by Association of Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical Library. 
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The Library is always grateful to receive additional 
pictorial material of medical interest. Gift pictures, or 
information on pictures available for purchase, should be 
addressed to the Catalog Division, Army Medical Library, 
Seventh Street and Independence Avenue, S. W., Washington 
25,: D.C; 


HONORARY CONSULTANT DIES 


Major General Edgar Erskine Hume died suddenly in the 
Walter Reed Army Hospital, Washington, D. C., on 24 January 
1%2. General Hume served two tours of duty at the 
Medical Library, the second as Librarian ending in the early 
autumn of 1936. His last active duty assignment previous 
to his retirement from the Army Medical Service in December 
191 was as Chief Surgeon of the Far East Command. 


ACQUISITION NOTES 


A check of the 143 medical titles listed in the Tuttle 
Company's recent catalog, "Current Japanese Periodicals," 
shows that all but eleven are received in the Library. 


From the First National Hospital of Tokyo the Library 
has just received a first list of serial and monographic 
exchange offers. It is a ten-page affair, and all three 
hundred titles, except for dates, are in Japanese. One of 
our translators speedily put these into Romaji for search- 
ing purposes. Only a few of the 125 serial items are 


needed, but among the 175 book offers the take promises to 
be high. 


THE NEW LIBRARY BUILDING - 1887 


In turning over the leaves of the letter books of the 
Library of the Surgeon General's Office for the decade of 
the 1880's, an interesting group of letters was found in 
which Billings commented on his new library building. They 
are particularly apropos today because they indicate condi- 
tions similar to those now prevailing: the bad state of the 
previous provisions for safekeeping the collection, and the 
hopefulness with which the new building was being sought. 

The Library had been housed in two buildings previous 
to its move to its present location. Originally it was 4 
part of the Surgeon General's Office, in the old Riggs Bank 
Building at Fifteenth Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, North- 
west, but when the space in the SGO became too crowded the 
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ARMY MEDICAL LIBRARY NEWS 


Library was moved to the Ford Theater, the site of Presi- 
dent Lincoln's assassination. This. had been in use as a 
governmental storehouse after the tragedy, and was littered 
with boxes, old furniture, records, and the like. Here John 
Shaw Billings and Robert Fletcher built the Library from a 
small collection to the almost 100,000 volumes it possessed 
when it was moved into its present building. Here the 
Index-Catalogue and the Index Medicus were planned and the 
first few volumes brought into existence. Here the system 
of interlibrary loans and the policy of opening the collec- 
tion to scholars throughout the world were established. 


By 1880 the Library of the Surgeon General's Office 
had outgrown the Ford Theater and requests for a new build- 
ing were included in each of the Annual Reports of the 
Surgeon General for succeeding years. In 1883, President 
Chester A. Arthur recommended that Congress appropriate 
$200,000 for the erection of a new building for the Library 
of the Surgeon General's Office and its sister institution, 
the Army Medical Museum. Physicians all over the country 


wrote urging their Congressmen to support the legislation, 
pointing out the national character of the institution. 


The A.M.A. appointed a Committee (Austin Flint of New York, 
Samuel D. Gross of Philadelphia, David W. Yandell of Louis- 


ville, Thomas G. Richardson of New Orleans, and H. F. Cam- 
bell of Augusta, Ga.) to appeal to Congress. As a result, 


the money finally was appropriated and the building con- 
structed. In 1887 the books were moved into the new build- 
ing and 1t was opened to the public. 

Billings frequently gave to his correspondents descrip- 
tions of the new building, which he said had been planned 
with utility and the minimum of external ornamentation as 
Prime requisites. He considered as especially essential in 
such a building adequate provisions for fireproofing and 
good lighting. Cast iron was used instead of wood wherever 
possible, and skylights and clerestories were provided for 
the main Museum exhibit room and for the main reading room 
of the Library. 

The high ceilings and many windows, so important before 
the days of safe artificial lighting and still helpful in 
the hot Washington summers, make the building hard to light 
by electricity and almost impossible to heat. There are 
also more difficulties encountered in repairing the build- 
ing than in other contemporary structures. It will be 
interesting to see how the proposed new AML building 
appears to Library users sixty-five years after its cample- 


tion and occupancy. 





REPAIR OF CLERESTORY WINDOWS 


For over a year the leaks in the clerestory wind 
above Library Hall and in the east wing of the Library h 
been steadily growing worse. These areas again were deluge 
with water in mid-December following a series of snow 
sleet storms. Another urgent request for repairs, accom || 
panied by photographs of actual conditions, was sent to the! 
Public Buildings Service, and we are happy to report that) 
repair of these windows was begun shortly after the firs ( 
of the year. Our tarpaulins now will be folded, and oum 
bucket brigade deactivated. "After the rein cometh ther 
fair weather." : 


EXHIBIT 


Lists of drugs and medicaments have come down to use 
from all ages and all countries; some of these form an exe 
hibit on the precursors of modern pharmacopoeias, which will} 
be shown in the Library in February. An 1875 Leipzig prints: 
ing of the oldest one, the Papyrus Ebers written about 1550) 
B.C. but incorporating much earlier material, now lost, will} 
be displayed. For each of the seven hundred remedies lis 
ed, the composition, dosage, method of administration, am 
the condition for which it is best suited are given. 30 
of our modern drugs - such as castor oil, opium, aloes, 
anise, and gentian - are shown to have been in use 550%) 
years ago; many of the other drugs listed in the Papyrumy 
Ebers still are not identified. % 

Also shown in the exhibit is Galen's work on drugs), 
the Materia Medica of Diosccrides, who acquired much of i 
knowledge of drugs while traveling with Nero's army, ali) 
Mesue's Grabadin, the translation into Arabic of the Greem 
and Latin pharmacopoeias. All of these works, and many 
others, were used as the basis for the municipal pharmacd| 
poeias which developed with the rise of cities in the 15% 
and 16th centuries. i 

Of special interest and pride to the Army Medicas 

Library is the little 32-page Pharmacopoeia simpliciorm® 
et efficaciorum in usum nosoconis mi iitaris ad exerci 
Poederatarum Americae civitatm, 2 ° t was the firs 
pharmacopoeia printed in nit tates and was compl 
for use in the Continental Army by Dr. William Brown, Sul 
geon in charge of the Continenta Hospital at Lititay 
Pennsylvania. Only five copies are noted in the Union Cate 
alog of the Library of Congress. % 

The first American national pharmacopoeia appeared 
1820 and was compiled by medical school representati 
meeting in New York City. Plans were made then for revis 
this pharmacopoeia every ten years thereafter; our pre 
USP is a direct lineal descendant of this early work. 

















